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Story of Clars Elizabeth Hepworth
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4| Jane, Squire Edmund, Joseph Ephraim, James Henry,
- “| Charles Dyson, Clarn Elizabeth, Mary Annice,
Russell King, Eleanor, Hyrum, Lavinia, and Harriet.
There were also twelve half-brothers and sisters.
They are John William, Eliza Ellen, Samuel, Alvin,Squire,
George, Anna Lavicia, Lucy, Richard, Hannah Edgar Cox, Alma
Bee, and Ira.

Clara's father Squire Hepworth was born in Drighlington,
Yorkshire, England, on L May 18L43. " He was
converted to the Latter Day Saints Church by
missionaries who labored in England, He married

England on 15 October 1863.
Their first child Thornton was born st
Wyoming, Nebrsska on 1L July 186k, and five d~ys

A_ wagon troin which-w»s p-rt of the Ssmusl D. White
Company. They arrived in S=1% La2ke City, Utah on

child Emily Ann w=s born in Smithfield,
Emily Dyson wss sesled to Squire on 9 M-rch

Oxford, Franklin County, Idaho. Five of their
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lara Elizabeth Hepworth was the eighth of four<
r1:een cm.;.d:“?n. They are Thofton, Emily Ann, Amelia

Emily Dyson in England on 9 August 1862, They left

later they started west with the William S, Warren

i October 186L. From there they went to Smithfisld,
Utah, =nd 1ived there for some time. Their second

167, in the Salt Lake Temple. They then moved to

!chi‘tdren were born in Oxford,

While Viving in Smithfie'd Squire met M-rg-ret Tllen Cox.

™ey were morried »nd She was sesled to him 10 Julv 157L.

i €lars Bliz=beth w=5 born on 14 Mav 1875, in Oxford,

| Fronklin County, Idaho. The two familias left Idsho on § May
11877, =nd hesded for southern Uish to mrik2 th2ir homa in

. Springdasle, Clara had her first blr.,n..af in S21t Take City,
They srrived in Springdala on 1k June 1877, Todsvy Zion
Nation=1 Park includes part of their o"’ home. Her mothar died
Jon 8 Movemver 1887, whan Clars w=s only elavan ryaars ol”,

Mother had very little schooling as thev only had scheol
2 short time esach wiater in Springdale. She had tc work very
hord. One tim2 she was using the scythe and cut her foot with
fit, It took a long time to heal 2s it was cut to th= bone
| through the instep.

i The young of th-t era had fun and pariies by having candy
lpulls, popcorn partiazs, and group singing. Fruit cutting bees
| when there was fruit to 9e dried. Thov also had hay rides and
‘iwrv\t horse back riding. Clara went to choir practice each

i week, She was a good singer.

When a young lady she went to Pipe Sorings to spznd a
summer with her brothar Thornton. Sh2 also worked st Moceasin,
Arizona and one summer in Kanab, Utah,

i When Clara started to go rn th Gottfri=d Ruesch sh=2 rarely
j went out with any othar 20ys. Whe marrizad him 3nd was sealed
| to him in the St. George Temple.on 25 April 1894, She wss

17 yaars old,

She still had to work hard as Gotifriasd was a carpanter
and a farmar, There weosn't much money to be hed,
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Their first son Oren was born on 29 Decembar
189L.

Clara was a loved person, Her sister Eliza
said of her thst she was a might sweet sister.
&1 though she did have a ’tpmper and once in awhile
it shouna.
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Son -ij'un was oorn on 17 September 1830,

The third son Howard was born on 30 Decembeor

1898.
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In 1901 Clara was called to be secretary of the Relief
Society, with Emma J, Crowford as assistant,

Another little bundls from heaven arrived, Rulon was
born on 28 January 1902. However, his life on earth was a
shert one. He died of blood poisoning from a cat bl.te,

2 December 1906,
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With ~ growing family to feed =nd care for, there had to

be food. There wns always a large gerden and plenty of fruit
’w can =nd dry.
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r first daughter Lydia was bora on 1 Novem
That must have been wonderful for her.

e

\./Zéw#/:{"’ff ) 4& Lol o _rj‘m/w'/

[ XA
(hovem borv 7/, /963’ @u'w

Ox G:'/CﬂLZ(’L ¥ 7709

C &.J/\"}'O,

| -

f/é"[// /A_‘ “/;4 (._ A,L("f/'l

| .
' ,/3«‘_‘}' .,{/Q / (/'/

er _f)

pm 5 19410 L Y
/2 = 7 / i T
. x‘/m,[,ul Ve /(/t Girv. g | ‘f 1 /.&';I Cp ﬂ}/' ,ZzC\/I’-}’, QLT
I
& Yed 2 Gt 197/
Clara 21so taught Primary for many years.
She did her coolkdng on a wood burning stove, Her home
was a small one, only one room at first and then it was added
upon, Living room, kitchen and two bedrooms, The walls must
have bulged. : -

Now along with everything else, along comes
another baby boy. Calvin was born 30 March 1906.

e ——— —

. ;) £ / /
/“ / . /‘ Nl At 4 - L = "/ 5 n"’/ ’)‘Y\W 3d /90
f(/' o 9 WiE L B A
ALy / ~ by b Q
/ ; 70N ~ ~
N e o JRE / ./’Q‘ VAt J, L ie9 Su AJ4L2 ‘LI 'L
7 i . o, TP - e T rtes
o, e~ Lee . 1 i Wi LA Lo el Aot
LG LQ,C 1 2 RIS ’ ‘ . .
el & /4 2
= , L A
Cerbevnied Legrre. 79
; peertle T
. //2’.,4/
Of course, the wa It had ¥ be done

on the secrubbing board.
dsy to do it,
Mo ther and

size it took all

the other 1adi

| Play ball with the children.
| seeing the ladies in their 1

Then 2C August 1903, brought another
son, Ivan,
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his time che had rheumatism quite bad., It was hard
Z
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However, a daughter was born on 8
Septamber 1910, /\my Rowena,.

One summer son Howard was driving » tesm and a wsgon load
i of lumber to St. George. Mother went with him, She showed

| him a plsce in Duncan (no longer exists) where she had

| worked »s » girl, Mother developed a hzart condition »nd it

| was most difficu’t for her to do her work. Some times she

| couldn't get out of bed, Once when she hnd rheumstism very

‘ | bad snd couldn't walk, father took her to the St. George

| | Temple. He explsined to the suthorities what they uvere there

y - . 7 ' for. They gave her a biescing, She did improve and wes well
/,’] i iy o R (/ o i enough thet she could walk znd do her own work after that.
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Another baby boy was born,

ied her own wool to put in quilts, She also |
he Melvin on 8 May 1915,

uilts
e loved flowsrs and had roses, lilacs, |

) (’.? Ezrmon was oorn on 3 ccloter 1912,
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A Mr, Joknszon arrived in Springdale. He was from New York.
He became a good friend to my Uncle Walter Ruesch, He had a
great admiration for the Mormon people and collected their
artifacts., He also had » pair of hand knit socks that the heel
had worn out, Ile asked around town if any one could knit 2 heel

, grand

1=m, Mother counld and Aid, He never -ors
rant into his co’ection,

Bimey Was born on 23 Jenu-ry 1.921. He was only sbouti
a month ol1d when he “1"d on 17 :eoruar:r 1021

them anmsin,
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tother always had a start of potato reast on tha back
stove, I think ur.at she nau: bread every other day,

737S several loaves at a2 time., It took lo%s of food
or that family., She also madzs her owm laundry soap.
Cne summer, as voung boys, Harmon and Melvin and two
scns Bertrand and Lyman workad and got some monay to
buy some material for Mame to makz her a dress,

One time mother climbed thes east rim trail in Zion
National Park to go out to visit son Howard and family

at their ranch,
Early in 1925, Howard »nd and their sma1lt son
Howard O, came to Springdale ¢ us, [lloward was just

othfw' had a small Tard bucked
Sne gave it o him and he
T

tle buzket. 152d it 1o

T1arrming to wo'k at the timn,
thet he really took a liking to.
snrely did treoasure thet Vit
zather acoris,

2y this time mother's health wes failing so ant
to 5t. George to see the doctor. Daughtar Lrdis went V"th
her. Th2 doctor took out har tonsi's =2ad sha bed to He
She died on 28 October 1925 at St. George. She2 is buried in
zd»le, Utah,
I was just 8 years old at the time.
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By daughter )
Tona Ruassch Savagze (1977)

Writlen inserts arn tho handwriting of Clara Flizabath Hepworth,
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