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In plarining for the services and oro,Qram at the grave of 
Martin P1e1rris, we find there are so m::my features 
which are important c1nd necessmy that the time is to be 
very crowded. We have however arranged to introduce 
you end have you say a few words. At the time vJhen those 
\A/ho heard the testimony of Ivia.rtin H9rris are being introduced. 
The pro.gram committee has found it necess;uy to limit you 
to two r.ti.nutes, this will provide only for reference for 
the personal contact with Martin B2rris, and particulary a 
statement pf his last testd.mony. 

Will you please write out your st2.tement cmd 9.0 over it 
several times, in order that you iT12y be sure that it can 
be presented in tv.,ro minutes, and that you. can be prepared 
to read it. There are several to be presented at the 
same time, c1nd as the entire conr.regation vr.i.11 be re<1uired to 
stand ..:in the sun an hour or more. It is necessary to olace 
limitations. 

We sure look forward to the pleasure of having you with us 
and will provide a se~t for you on the speakers stand, 
alongside of Biship Cannon. We ·will m.ake you feel as proud 
as President Grant. 

Wi t""l best wishes we are 

Sincerely you Brethren 

The Presiding Bishopric of the Church 
Jesus Christ of' Latter Day Saints 



The The following is just as I read the testimony before 10,000 

people on that occasion, as I stood on the stand by the side of 

Presidin~ Bishon Sylvester G. CaDnon. 

A living and dying testimony given by Martin Harris to 

William Pilkington, July 9th, 1875. My dear Brethren and Sister, 

I am sure pleased to be here on this auspicious occasion. I first 

became sc..auainted with IvTartin Harris in the fall of 1874, in the 

early part of October, \.vhen I was 14 years of age, I was hired out 

to work and live in the Harris family for one year. I was not paid 

at the end of the year, so worked another six months, they then lived in 

Smithfield, Cache County, Utah, he was living vlith his \,life, Caroline, 

e.lso the following sons and daut2"hters, tfartin H.arris Jr., John, 

Solomand, Ida, Julie. They sold out in Srnitr.field soon after I 

commenced to v.10rk for them, and moved 2.cross the Valley,_ to a small 

town called Clarkston, this was in Nov. 1874. On the 9th day of July 

1875 while he was dying, as he died the ne.x:t day the 10th day of July 

1875. I held un his right hand, in the presence of t...va vlitnesses, w~ile 

he bore the follovling testimony. 

I did go inthe vJOods vlith Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery and 

Da.vid Whitmer, and beheld an angel descend from heaven in a dazzling 

l:i.i:zht of glory, and stood about two feet from the ground. I saw the 

Golden Plates. I saw him turn the leaves one by one. I saw the engravin?, 

I Sc?:lV the Urim and Thumin, the breastplate, and sword of Laban. 

After the 2ri:gel 0..a.d delivered his messag:e. I saw him ascend up into 

Heaven, and I heard the voice of God in the l7lidst of the dazzling 

li2ht c.eclare that the Book of Mormon \'18.S tr,:,.....nslated correctly, and I 

was comrn.anded by God's voice to testify to all the ·world what I r.ad heard 

and seen. I cried out in my e~ta.cy, "It is enough, it · is enough, M;y 

eyes have beheld the glories of God, Hosanna, Hosanna, to God and the 

l2r1d. Jumping up I praised the Lord. 
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Remarkabl~ Story' of Marli_n Haf ris _As Tolf ioJOunO'. Ff i~fa~V 
- . . ~ . ·: .. ' . . . . ~ :- : . ~ .. ;""-t,:-~;,;-.,,; ...... !_:' .·~ 

LDS : Leaders .' or'~Promi~ence 

:J HIRTEEN-YEAR-OLD Wlllie Pilkington sat at the little, round table He marrl:d Caroline Young, ·a . niece ·of Brigham Young; :: acqul~ed:~,4 _. ~·'=;) 
eating bread and milk from a bowl. The feeble glow of an oil lamp fa~ and agam ·began to prosper. ·· · · - · · . ·· ·,· · . . ::, · -+ ~:-~·- .. ; . .- ,,:; 
barely lighted ·the · table and· Willie's face. He felt alone and a little . When the · ~ody of the Church moved to Missouri, Martin stayed b~if.~~~'Z-~ 

.frightened in this strange, · dark 'place. · · · · · , ·· . · ' H~ af.fillate~ ~1th ap_ostate gr~ups and w,as :excommunicated byJh .. e J{irtla11d ;~~ 
· This was -to be his home for ·a year. · His father had hired 'him out to High Council · ·· · · · · .. .. ·· . · · · · ·· · · ·· ·· ·,r ~·~· ·: : : \! : ·, 

1
• 

the . cabin's owner as . a farm hand. Willie's new master had put the food · · Ile stubbornly rejected his · wife'~ ~~t~eatie~ · t.o · jilti~ the '.'rest · ~f/tti~ :;:1'.?~; 
on the table then retired to. bed. Everyone else must be. asleep, Willie saints. She left him ln 1856 and toolc'the children to · Utah. Martin became <~::-:~. 
thought. · · a poor and broken man. ·- · ·.. · · , · : .... ··: .; · . .::-'. .:<·~:-~;· 

. But ·,fs he got up from the table, wiping his mouth with his sleeve, In August, 1870, Martin was ~rsuaded to travel to · Utah~ He' :;;;as it~'. 
. : ~e w~ startle~ t? s~e a llttl~, old ~~ who ·had been sittin_; i~ _.the ?~rlmess . · · again baptiz~ . and spent .his last years in the. Clarks~on home ot hls·;·son/P\~\ 

. ·· ·!· watclung him . . ·. · . ... : , . . . '. ··. . . . . . . . ... · .. . :,; · : : . . . . , _; ·'. Martin 'Jr. :, '.·•.;>.· •. ;'' . ·: ·:· '. . . . ·. .. . ; . . · . . . . ._,,· ::..{; '.:>'. ··\\'t.~:-.rl(;;:;~::; 
.:·.~··"What's your name?" the old man .asked. WiHie told him: ·· .. ;'. ··, ?n. July 9, ' 1875, the day before hE: died,. Martin Harris,.called /~lllle~~:~)> 

''Willie,~ tomorrow night, after your ·chores are done and we have had · Pllkmgton to his bedside and repeated his testhpony. · · · ~ - · ·r ·: ·.--: ·, ·· ·,; 
· supper, and all the folks ·have ·gone _to bed,I want ·you .to sit (lownin this · · · ".Yes, I did see the plates on which -the Book of Monnon was .. wrltten; : ·:~·~:; 
· chair, close to mine, for I have lots to tell you." · .I did see th~ ~ngel; I did hear the voice .of God .•• ·" ·· . ,, · ,. ,;: . , ;,::·;,:-,<:.\_:\;.i,:' 

; Th~ old man did~ indeed~ have a .remarkable story to · teu, · Willie found. · . ·,·\',· ~?;( ;: 
His birthplace .was · some .3,000 'miles to ·the east in Easttown, N.Y . . He ·· · · 

. had been . christened Martlri~Martin Harris. .. . . . . . . . . ~.'.·-.\_.;_ ... · .. .- ~) 
When Martin was :nine :or .ten, ·11is family inoved to the· n~w s'ettlement 

of Palmyra. Here Martin '.: grew to manhood, married his · cousin~ Lucy , 
·Harris, and became a ·prosperous .farmer. . · · 
· ,. ·: ne often hired :Joseph :Smlth. Sr, :nrid .. his ·.boys, Joseph ' ahd Hyruin to ., 
work · for . him. From them·· he. iearned _' the 'facts . about t~e. marvefous calling 

. : Joseph Jr. had received., . ' ·.'' : · · .· ·, · . · . · · · ·· · · · · · 
He donated -$50_ to; assist:.the . Prophet ·. in . the translation of the · Book 

o! :Mormon. tLater,· he ~olunte~ed to : act as scribe to . the .Prophet,· but .' 
was dismissed when he · showed . part of the manuscript to unauthorized 
persons and carelessly : allowed it to be stolen. . . · ; • . · · · 
. · -Martin still malntalne4 ~-his , interest ln. : the . .Prophet~s . work and was 
allowed· to be one <of . the ·'. thre·e · witnesses · of ·· the Boole o! Mormon. He ·. 
mortgaged part of his 'larni\ for , $3,000 to pay .for the prlntlrig of the .first · 
5,000 copies of the book/..- :· · · ·. . 1- ·. · · •• · · · • , , : · · . • . · '· '· 

· ·)_ When ·the ·Church :·was ..:orgail.ized/ MarUn·.was baptized. His wife was ' . 
·.violently opposed' t<;> -llls ~·- interest in ·the Church and left · him. He then 
:.moved to Kirtland where .- h~ became· a member of the high · council: With 

·:- --.the otller.-two Book =--of ~Mormon· witnesses,· -he selected the:- first Twelve 
.Apostles of the new Dispensation~ I· · · · · · 

. 16"'"'.'CHURC.H . ·· W_eek f. Ending · August /4,- '1962 ' .· ,. 
-( :., · -· ··'. · :- :.y,. ::.. · _--<~:\?\~.1-,.:s:·.;::, ·:·_· !.,. •• ·,. • j ; · .. ·· -<: · ·•· 
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