












River and Cottonwood Lake, attended ward parties and activities, and taffy candy pulls, wrestling
to see who was the boss. They shared a bicycle and riding horses.

1. Francis was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints all his life. In
Grover, he was the Second Counselor in the MIA, Second Assistant to the Sunday School
Superintendent for many years, a Star Valley stake missionary for two years, and a Home Teacher
most of his life. He was active in the church until his death.

He had many friends and was willing to help anyone in need. He was friendly to all, young
and old. Jay Hepworth remembers when he was a small boy cutting across lots, 1. Francis would stop
his plowing to visit with him and his friends. <'He was a great friend."

In August 1950, while taking care of some horses, one kicked him and broke his arm. This
seemed to be the start of a downward trend in his life.

His son, Leon, left in October 1950 to serve a mission in the Western and Northern United
States. During that winter 1. Francis was diagnosed with cancer. After several trips to doctors in Salt
Lake City and an operation, he became worse and spent the last few months in bed. Laura cared for
him at home and even learned to give him shots to relieve the pain.

Ray S. Thurman spoke at his funeral and said, <'He was a man of great endurance, never
complained when I was there. All through his illness, 1 never knew a man who took it so graciously
as he did, not complaining."

Through all his pain he called in each of his family members, one-by-one, and gave them
advice about what he would like them to do. When he was talking to Laura he said, <'I will come
back and help you all I can." Leon was advised by his Mission President to remain on his mission,
so he was not there.

1. Francis was a small man, but very strong and full of vigor. In the later years, he became
stocky, but during the last few months of his life he lost sixty pounds in six weeks.

He passed away on October 9, 1951, at the age of fifty-nine, at his home in Grover. The
funeral was held in the Grover Ward Chapel and he was buried October 13, 1951, in the Grover
Cemetery.

He had ten children, nine living, and nine grandchildren at the time of his death. Four children
were not married, with three still living at home, Elmo, Dee, and Frances.
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