












to have cataract surgery on both eyes. I have tried to do everything that was
asked of me in the church. I know its is not just them asking me to do things. It
is my Father in Heaven. I just haven't learned the word "No" yet as far as the
church is concerned.

I like to read and always enjoy it
when my children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchidren stop to visit. I try to
listen to their problems and joys and
encourage them to live the teachings of
the gospel. I am very, very proud of my
family. That is what I live for and they
are so good to me.

In 1996, I celebrated my ninetieth
birthday. My family hosted an Open
House for me. I had a lot of people
come and a lot of nice tributes paid to
me. I am so blessed.

In December of 1997 at the age
of 91, I was very sick. I had a very bad
cough and cold but I didn't have a high
fever or anything but I thought I was
going to die. I knew my sisters were in
the house in the north bedroom. I could
feel them but I didn't ever see them. I
was never alone a night while I was
sick. They were always there. It was all
so real to me that I got up one night and
walked to the living room to call Agnes
and then I told myself, "There is no one
in that room." I went back to bed. I
could feel their presence.

Me - 1993

I am so thankful for The Church of Jesus Christ. I am so thankful that I
am a member of His church. I know that it is the only true church. I know that
God lives and that Jesus is the Christ - that he hears and answers our prayers ­
that he watches over us every day. I know that he loves me and stands by my
side. I know I could not have made it without his help. I love him and I know He
loves me. I know He stands by my side and watches over me and helps me in
all I do. I am thankful for the Priesthood of God. I would rather go hungry than
not pay my tithing.
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I know that Joseph Smith restored the true Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints. I am so thankful that we have a true prophet at all times. I
know that Pres. Hinckley was called for this present time. I know if we keep His
commandments we will never fail. He stands by our side at all times.

The Lord has really blessed me. Sometimes I get lonely but I know my
family and friends are not far away. I know the Lord is near and watching over
me. I am really happy for what I have and for the many blessings I receive.

Doretta Hoskin 1998

Doretta has a great ability to love and be interested in people and the
things around her. She has found a lot of joy in life in spite of the trials she had.
She has lived alone for many years. That's a lot of lonely days and nights but
when you stop to visit her, you don't find someone feeling sorry for herself. You
find someone counting her blessings and someone who is happy and glad to
have you visit. Even though Doretta is 92 years old, her mind is still very clear.

Brenda Hoskin, February 1998
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