












History of Harriet Althea Bee stoddard. cont.

her health. and passed avay in March ot 19.54.

During the early 19.50' II six vonderful grandchildren c&IIIe into
ay lite. I enjoyed being with 'lbelJaa for a while vhen each ot her
babies vere born. JaNeal, Paul and Celia came along, and I took
care of thea a lot .vhile their IIOther vorked. '.they vere all special
in their own vay as they would cOIle to me with exciting experiences
to tell. Sometimes there were tears, too, to be wiped away or
perhaps a finger to be bandaged with love. It ls surprising what
.agic a bandaid and a hug and kiss will perform~ TIlere was nothing
quite 80 speclal for .e too, as a blg hug and kiss along with, "I
love you, grandma.-

Ruth and Ethan dld not have any ch11dren of their own. so they
adopted a boy and tva girls. When they got their flrst baby. Elaine.
I went and took care of her for two weeks while her lIother cOlllpleted
her job at Hill Field Air Force Base. When I walked lnto their
holle, I wondered what I would find, as I wasn't too sure about
adopting ohildren. All doubts left lie when I saw her. as she was
such a beautitul baby. She was nine months old when they got her.
Six months later. they adopted a darling three year old boy and
nailed him Larry. We were all happy when they vere able to get
their third ch1ld, a lovely curly haired blame 1J lIonths old.
'nley named her LaRue. 'ntese children became a part of our family
and all sealed to Ethan and Ruth in the Logan t8lllple.

We sold our hOlle in Logan in 1957 and moved to Salt Lake City
to live. At first we stayed in the basement apartment of Wells
and '.thelma' II home. Later we moved to an apartment on 8th Avenue.
a block above their w.e. Dell's health vas fa1l1ng. and I worried
about him very much. He was ill for a long tillle before his death
16 January 1965. After oaring for h1Ja so long. my health was
fa1l1ng too. I wanted to get away frOll the apartment, so Ethan
and Ruth brought lie to 11V8 with th8111 after Dell's burial. I have
lived with th8111 in Roy, Utah. ever since except for 8peming some
tillle with 'ntelu, expecia1ly during the SUIIIJIl8r.

The foregoing story was COIIpiled by Harriet's daughter. Ruth.
from note8 written by her mother as she would r8lllember some part
of her lite. It vas written to be read at the Hepworth family
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reunion in Provo in June 1976. TIle story was read by Harriet's
grandaughter. JaNeal Hatton Atkinson. She is the daughter of
Harriet's daughter. Thelma. Harriet was 87 years old at this tille.
She attended the reunion with her brother. Joseph. who was 91 on
the s/Ulle day Harriet was 87. TIley were born October 4th just four
years apart. She and Joseph enjoyed a good visit and a reunion of
their 'own on this occaslon. He was honored as the oldest member
there.

June 1979 - Harriet's Story continued by her daughter, RuthS. &:ols

Three years have passed since the reunion and lIl.other continues
to live a8 she always has done. giving all the service she can.
Her health is fa1l1ng, but she still wants to help and can alvay8
be heard asking, "Should I be doing something?U Service am love
is what she has given to her family all her life. She has given
care for seven Members of the flUll1ly through the period of sickness
and old age. She worries about being a burden. but she has earned
all the service she gets. Mother has always advocated having a
sense of humor and she hasn't lost hers. Some friems brought her
a beautiful bouquet of roses. As they visited. she told th8111 about
going on picnics at a soda spring in Soda Springs. Idaho. TIley
said. "Let's go one one when you are felling better, U She sat right
up in bed am said. "Ohl I'll be well the day you plan to go."

Perhaps the greatest highlight in her lite in the past three
years was her attemance at her grandson Paul Hatton's wedding the
18th of August 1977. TIle whole family was happy that she was blessed
to be able to attend the marriage ceremony ln the t&1Dple, the wedding
breakfast and the reoeption.

Quite a chang!:! came in her life when she moved to Meaa. Arizona.
with Ruth and Ethan ln Sept8lllber 1977. She has celebrated tvo
birthdays in Mesa, her 89th and 90th. Everything 1s new to her
and she likes to explore the neighborhood in her wheelchair. The
orange groves fascinate her so she expecially enjoys.the one close
by where she lives. To keep active she walks short distances as
often as she ls able to do so.

Occasionally, she 1s able to attend sacrament mettings in the



History of Harriet Althea Bee stoddard. cont.

ward. She really enjoyed a recent primary conference ar¥i hearing
the children II1.ng. She can't hear the speakers. wt she enjoys
the music ani SOIIletimes joins in singing a few words of a familiar
song she used to sing in the choir. Her granison. Lance Echols is
active in Cub Scouts so she atter¥is a pack meeting once in a while.
She participated when he received his :sear along with a gold ar¥i
silver arrow. TlUs was a happy time tor her. as she has a special
interest in boys. She; is proud of Lance.

She would 11ke to travel to Englar¥i ani Scotlar¥i. the countries
from which her parents Caule. However. she must content herself
with short trips arour¥i the local area. A trip to the temple grounds
when the flowers are in bloom is a special joy to her. A shopping
tour at the big malls is enjoyed when she is well enough. She
thinks they are one ve~.very large store.

Before she oue to Mesa. a skin canoer started developing on
her torehead near her left eye. It was kept ur¥ier control until
the first part of October 1978. SUddenly it began to grow so fast
that her eye was in danger. When she was taken to the doctor, he
sent her to the hospital directly from his office to get her
prepared for an operation on it. The doctor was fearful she
wouldn't survive the operation at her age. but there wasn't any
othel'! choice at this piont. She was blessed ar¥i came through
extremely well, all things oonsidered.

Mother never faUs to appreciate al1 that anyone does for her.
She real.ly appreciated the loving care her daughter. Thelma. gave
her after her operation. Thelma cue from Salt Lake City. Utah,
to be witb mother on her 90th birthday. We al1 had a nice day
together on the birthday. but soon after Thelma er¥ied up being a
devoted nurse.

Perhaps the nicest thing about mother is her special 8IIIpathy
for us and all our probl8llls. She always had a listening ear and
took time to understand. May she continue to have the oourage and
patience she has in meeting all the problems connected with the
trials of continuing in her 91 st year. She tries hard not to be
burden and always wants to help. Her family is not big, she ha:a
a BIG LOVE for her two daughters and their husbands, her six
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granichildren and four greatgrar¥ichildren.

June 14. 1979 - The story of Harriet still continues. This
evening she atter¥ied the Mesa 43rd Ward Relief Society metting.
the first one in the new chapel just completed this month. When
they started to sing the first song. I heard her lovely voice singing
for the first time for quite a while. Usually she sings only a'
few words. but this time she sang al1 the verses. J.oy came into
my heart as I listened. Bishop Wright attel'Jied the meeting ar¥i I
could see him watching her as she sang and beat time to the musio.
There was a smile on his tace whIm he arose to greet the sisters.
The first thing he said was, IfI wish everyo~ of you sisters could
have seen this lovely 90 year old lady sing that song. That is
real Relief Society spirit to be attending the meetings at her age.
I expect everyone of you to be doing the same at that age. If . He
greeted Harriet and she was happy.


