




















History of Harriet Althea Bee Stoddard, cont.

ward. She really enjoyed a recent primary conference and hearing
the children sing. She can't hear the speakers, but she enjoys
the music and sometimes joins in singing a few words of a familiar
song she used to sing in the choir. Her grandson, Lance Echols is
active in Cub Scouts so she attends a pack meeting once in a while.
She participated when he received his Bear along with a gold and
silver arrow. This was a happy time for her, as she has a special
interest in boys. She: is proud of Lance.

She would 1like to travel to England and Scotland, the countries
from which her parents came. However, she must content herself
with short trips around the local area. A trip to the temple grounds
when the flowers are in bloom is a speclal joy to her. A shopping
tour at the big malls is enjoyed when she is well enough. She
thinks they are one very, very large store.

Before she came to Mesa, a skin cancer started developing on
her forehead near her left eye. It was kept under control until
the first part of October 1978. Suddenly it began to grow so fast
that her eye was in danger. When she was taken to the doctor, he
sent her to the hospital directly from his office to get her
prepared for an operation on it. The doctor was fearful she
wouldn't survive the operatiorn at her age, but there wasn't any
other choice at this piont. She was blessed and came through
extremely well, all things considered.

Mother never falls to appreciate all that anyone does for her.
She really appreciated the loving care her daughter, Thelma, gave
her after her operation. Thelma came from Salt Lake City, Utah,
to be with mother on her 90th birthday. We all had a nice day
together on the birthday, but soon after Thelma ended up being a
devoted nurse.

Perhaps the nicest thing about mother is her special empathy
for us and all our problems. She always had a listening ear and
took time to understand. May she continue to have the courage and
patience she has in meeting all the problems connected with the
trials of contimuing in her 91st year. She tries hard not to be
burden and always wants to help. Her family is not big; she has
a BIG LOVE for her two daughters and their husbands, her six

grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren.

June 14, 1979 - The story of Harriet still continues. This
evening she attended the Mesa 43rd Ward Relief Society metting,
the first one in the new chapel just completed this month. When
they started to sing the first song, I heard her lovely voice singing
for the first time for quite a while. Usually she sings only a .
few words, but this time she sang all the verses. Joy came into
nmy heart as I listened. Bishop Wright attended the meeting and I
could see him watching her as she sang and beat time to the music.
There was a smile on his face when he arose to greet the sisters.
The first thing he said was, "I wish everyons of you sisters could
have seen this lovely 90 year old lady sing that song. That is
real Relief Society spirit to be attending the meetings at her age.
I expect everyone of you to be doing the same at that age." . He
greeted Harriet and she was happy.



