












Histor,r of Joseph Hepworth, cont.

5. The colliers also complained about clearance papers
and because too many corves were confiscated if they
were improperly filled or contained dirt, a device •••
increasely used to counterbalance the rise in wages.

6. The system of clearance papers 'Where employers would
not hire a collier without a clearance paper from
his former employer= It doesl not matter how a man
leaves, 'Whether a strike takes place or ,iliether there
is a lock-out, or 'Whether the man feels disposed to
leave his employment with the regular fortnight or
month's notice, he c~~ot, as a general rule, get
employment in the district without a clearance paper
from his last employer.

7. When a strike insued in 1858, the coal owners, whose
pits had been closed, wrote the following to other
proprietors whose pits remained open in west Yorkshire:

Gentlemen:

Below we beg to hand a list of underground workmen
now on strike at our collier,r and shall
feel obliged if you will abstain from employing any,
should they apply, unless they bring proper clearance
papers signed by us.

Yours faithfully,

(This was followed by a list of 218 names of men 'Who
were refused clearance notes.)

The clearance paper was a powerful device in the hands
of the employer and he used it.
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