




History of El:iza Ellen Hepworth Crawford, cont.

El:iza's brothers, John, George and Ira, spent several winters
with her and her family after John and George had lost their wives.
Ira was not yet married. Ira got work and stayed on for about
seven years, then he got married am moved to Idaho. Two other
brothers, Illigar and A1IIIa, came and stayed one winter. Illigar stayed
one other winter.

After her father-in-law, William R. Crawford, died in 1913,
Eliza took care of her mother-in-law, Cornelia, as well as ~.
The Crawford hOlle was only a short distance from El:iza' s. The
Crawfords lived two miles from Springdale, on a ranch called
Oakcreek Canyon where the fUlily ran cattle in the SUIIIIIIer.

In about 1930 the government wanted to enlarge Zion National
Park so they bought out the Crawford fUlily. By this time the
homestead had been divided between the boys of the family; John,
Louis, Samuel, James a!'Xi Daniel with 'shares for their mother, &mia,
and a few married grandchildren. John and Eliza moved to Springdale.
Eliza would have liked to have moved to Idaho, but grarximother was
not able to go that far away. So the couple built a small hOUle
next to theirs for her. They built a shed or garage for the cars
and lived in it until they could finish their hOUle. SolIe years
before,electricity had been brought into the area, so the family
had a refrigerator, lights, an .electric washer, am also a radio.
They built a bathroOlll in the new hOllle which was greatly. appreciated
by the whole family. Just after moving into the house, while SOUle
of their belongl.ngs were still in the shed, it burned down. '!he
fUlily thought the fire was caused by SOIIIeone dropping a lighted
cigarette while stealing gas from their car.

El:iza's two younger sons Newell and Norman climbed West
Temple, a mountain never climbed before. Their father was judge
of election that day in Nov. 1933. They were careful not to excite
their mother; they told her they were going, but she didn't \mow
the mountain by that name because it had always been called the
Steamboat Mountain.' Sha would probably have objected, had she
known they welle planning to climb that mountain. She nearly
fainted when she saw the SIIIoke frOll the fire they built to let the
peop1e know they had made it to the top. She wa5 very upset until
they were hOllle again.

J

In Jan. 1934 some men from the C.C.C. camp thought they would
try to climb West Temple. They made it up allright, but one of
th8111 couldn't make it back down. so the taller of the three llIen
came back for help. leaving two at the top. No:rman went with sOllIe
park lIIIlployees to rescue the two that had to spend the night on the
mountain. They all returned sat"ely.

Eliza made hundreds of quilts during her lifetime. She oould
also crochet. embroider and \mit. In her early life she would \mit
socks and sweaters for her family. She spent hours mending clothes
and darning socks.

El:iza was a. counselor in primary to president Pauline Ruesch
Crawford. In the SUIIIIIler when the weather was very hot, priJlary was
held in Eliza's bOIIIe so the children didn't have to walk two miles
to Springdale. She had a puIIIp organ (a. reed organ pw!lped by the
feet) because there was no electricity there at the tille. Sh. was
a visiting teacher in relief sooiety tor about 70 years, until she
had a stroke and was unable to visit. El:iza enjoyed church work,
but was unable to attend all the church lIIeetings because her
1II0ther-in-law was subject to heart spells. &%Xl ELi.za was usuaJ.ly
the one to stay home am look out for her 50 the othera cO\1ld go.

... John's youngest living sister was always sickly; her
heart valves didn't close as they should when she was born on 2
July 1890. When she was very young she became seriously crippled.
and needed care all her life. Eliza helped take care or her until
1952 when John had a stroke and Eliza had to take care or h1Ia.
Then Eliza had a stroke also. so I!maa went to live with her brother
Daniel in Parowan for a year. A new rest hOlle was built 1n Parowan,
and she went there to live. After John died, 10 July 19.54. li:liza
let her son, Newell. and his wife, na, live in her home aIId help
care for her.

She lived to be 8st years old. She died 15 Ma¥ 1960 at the
hOlle of her daughter, Ulcy, and was buried 17 MaY' 1969 1n the
Springdale c8llletary.


